FRANCO     FACES    THE    REVOLUTION
ably inclined to that movement which every day was becom-
ing more inescapable and imminent.
It was then that General Franco decided to write a letter
to the Minister of War with the secret intention of restrain-
ing that headlong course of destitution and displacement,
which definitely endangered the success of the movement
in certain provincial capitals and regions. Franco succeeded
to a large extent in doing this, for upon receiving the letter,
the destructive wrath of the minister subsided. The letter,
which bears the date June 23, read as follows:
"HONOURABLE MINISTER:
"So serious is the state of uneasiness which the recent
military decrees seem to have produced among the officers
of the army, that I would incur a grave responsibility and
disloyalty were I not to inform you of my impressions of
the state of the army at the present moment and of the
dangers to its discipline brought about by the absence of
inner satisfaction and the moral and material uneasiness
which can be discerned, without obvious demonstration, in
the ranks of the officers and petty-officers. The recent
decrees reinstating in the army the generals and officers
sentenced in Catalonia [for their participation in the revolu-
tion of October, 1934], and the more recent decree transfer-
ring, through ministerial caprice, positions formerly allotted
by the rule of seniority, which had not been broken since
the reorganization of the army in June, 1917, have awakened
a spirit of uneasiness among the great majority of the army.
The news of the incidents which took place in Akala de
Henares, and the disturbances and provocations on the part
of extremist elements which preceded them, together with
the reassortment of the garrisons, have undoubtedly pro-
duced a feeling of dissatisfaction; this feeling, unfortunately
and crudely manifested in moments of confused thinking.